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July 1, 2019 

 

Statement by the Old Catholic Churches International 
 

Call to Action: We encourage you to join in peaceful demonstrations and lobby 
our elected officials to intervene and stop these human rights atrocities and 
injustices. Please support organizations like RAICES 

(https://www.raicestexas.org/), and others, that help our neighbors who are 
being abused and mistreated. 
 

Full Statement 
 

We, as a Church faithful, stand at the precipice; that moment when we can no 
longer remain silent and must raise our collective voices during a time of great 
unrest. The situation at our southern border is a repeat of a painful and evil 

period in our day and age. Today, the current administration denies ethical 
and humane treatment of those detained at the border, and those seeking 

asylum from war and violence. The emerging images remind us of atrocities as 
recounted by those who survived concentration camps during WWII. 
 

The Rev. Dietrich Bonhoeffer once said, “We must finally stop appealing to 
theology to justify our reserved silence about what the state is doing — for that 
is nothing but fear. ‘Open your mouth for the one who is voiceless’...” He died 

in the Flossenbürg concentration camp on April 9, 1945 - 14 days before the 
camp was liberated, and after visiting the United States. Before returning to 

Germany, he was encouraged to remain the U.S. Before returning to his 
execution, he stated: “I will have no right to participate in the reconstruction of 
Christian life in Germany after the war if I do not share the trials of this time 

with my people.” 
 

We as people of faith have a duty and responsibility to stand up and raise our 
collective voices against evil. We are called to speak up for the voiceless and the 
oppressed. We cannot remain silent as our neighbors are being mistreated and 

abused and lay dying in cages. We are commanded by God to treat those 
coming to our nation with love, respect, and dignity. As in Leviticus 19:34, “The 
alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall 

love the alien as yourself...” 
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We condemn the use of these camps to house our neighbors. We condemn the 

separation of children from their parents and families, and we condemn 
denying them basic human rights. 

 
We demand those being held be given full access to attorneys, proper medical 
care, basic human necessities, and access to human rights organizations. We 

further demand that they be released in a timely manner and that all children 
be reunited with their parents and families. 
 

We encourage you to join in peaceful demonstrations and lobby our elected 
officials to intervene and stop these human rights atrocities and injustices. 

Please support organizations like RAICES (https://www.raicestexas.org/), and 
others, that help our neighbors who are being abused and mistreated. 
 

 
  


