
118 Frances Drive – North Augusta, SC 29841 – (803) 634-2029
bishopgodsey@myiocc.org – http://www.myiocc.org

Friday, June 26, 2015

To all men and women of goodwill,

Today is one of those fundamental moments in the history of our nation. Many people do not get the

chance to witness such history in the making, but we are privileged to witness this moment.

Today the Supreme Court of the United States, in a 5 to 4 ruling, affirmed that love is a fundamental

right of all people. The court ruled that people may choose who they love and who they wish to marry

and that the government cannot deny them the right to marry and live their lives as they see fit.

Justice Anthony Kennedy put it best when he said, “No union is more profound than marriage, for it

embodies the highest ideals of love, fidelity, devotion, sacrifice, and family. In forming a marital union,

two people be-come something greater than once they were. As some of the petitioners in these cases

demonstrate, marriage embodies a love that may endure even past death. It would misunderstand these

men and women to say they disrespect the idea of marriage. Their plea is that they do respect it, respect

it so deeply that they seek to find its fulfillment for themselves. Their hope is not to be condemned to

live in loneliness, excluded from one of civilization’s oldest institutions. They ask for equal dignity in

the eyes of the law. The Constitution grants them that right.”

We as a church rejoice in this ruling. It is the belief of this church that the main overriding theme of the

Gospel is and has always been one of love. The love of God and the love we should show our fellow

human beings. The refusal of people to accept and support our LGBT brothers and sisters is

diametrically opposed to this message of love.

When Jesus spoke with the Samaritan woman at the well, he did not condemn her for having had

multiple marriages. He did not look down on her for being a Samaritan or a woman, even though many

of his fellow country-men would have done so in a heartbeat. Rather, he spoke to her as an equal and

affirmed her love for those who she had been married to. He accepted Mary Magdalen into his inner

circle, despite the fact that she was a strong-willed and rich woman, traits that were condemned by

many people in his day.

He routinely ate with the outcast of society: the tax collectors, prostitutes, and sinners. Yet, he did not

spend his time stomping his feet and demanding that they become perfect or he could no longer help

them, be friends with them, or love them. Quite the opposite was true. He continued to love them and

loved them so much that he was willing to die for them.
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In our nation, we have allowed a loss of love to develop. This is most visible in the way we treat each

other. It is obvious when a baker will not make a cake for someone because that cake may be served at a

wedding of a LGBT couple. It is most obvious when an African American church is burned to the

ground by racist. It is most obvious when a man so full of hate walks into an African American church

and kills 9 people after spending an hour with them praying and studying scripture.

Today the Supreme Court ruled that such discrimination is not constitutional. This is a huge step

forward socially. However, we as Christians must examine our own beliefs and practices when it comes

to acceptance and love of others. Christ commands us to love each other, “A new command I give you:

Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know

that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35 NIV.)

Let us not squander this opportunity to show the love of Christ to all people. Rather, let this be the

moment when we as Christians step up and refuse to continue to practice discrimination and a lack of

love.

I remain, In His Service,


